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REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

or

SCHOOL FOR IDIOTS AND IMBECILES.
Mon. D. L. Kiehle su perin ten t of Public Instruction,

Sir: I have the honor to transmit a brief statement concern- 
ting the Minnesota school for idiots and imbeciles. Deeming that a 
general review of the nature, objects and accomplishments of the 
school, in consideration of its comparatively short existence, 
would be of more interest to the readers of your report than a 
mere rehearsal of the administration for two years, I will first 
refer briefly to

THE CLASS FOR WHOM THE INSTITUTION IS  INTENDED.

To those who have never given the matter a thought, the num
ber of children and youth in the country of feeble, imbecilio or 
idiotic mind is almost incredible.

The federal census of 1880 gives the number in the United 
States at 76,895, of which number 792 are assigned to Minnesota, 
or one to every 986 inhabitants. Upon this basis there would 
be about 1,412 in Minnesota in 1886. Two varieties are of common

 observation. An occasional child is recognized in the pub
lic schools as being very stupid goes to school for several 
years, but never makes material progress; leaves at the end of 
each term to re-enter the next and go over the same work. The 
best that is ever said of him is, "he is good-natured.” The 
teacher, having exhausted her patience and resources in teach
ing him, must of course let him drop out, or neglect the remain
der of her school. This boy is “ feeble minded.” Placed at tie 
proper age in a school in which the methods of instruction are 
adapted to his comprehension, and the hand taught to do as the 
mind is taught to think, he would develop into a useful (not 
brilliant man.
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Again a naturally bright little child is afflicted by epilepsy until 
his mind is impaired. He can not be trusted away from the im- 
 mediate supervision of some member of the family or a hired 
care-taker for fear he will fall in the fire, or down in the well, or 
become injured in some other way; or, as is frequently the case, 
he  may develop an irritable and dangerous disposition, the ter- 
ror of  the family and the neighborhood. These two varieties 

are ones most frequently recognized. There is still another 
class,composed of children farthest down in the scale of men 
tality, who  are blighting the happiness of hundreds of fam- 
ilies. They are indescribable burdens and are bringing, prema- 

turely, wrinkles and gray hairs to the heads of loving mothers, 
and adding innumerable cares to whole families.  These are the 

cases the world knows the least of; these are the burdens borne 
the most  patiently because all these years no relief has been sup- 
posed to exist. No class appeals to the sympathy of mankind with

   more pitiful voice than this, and none can ask for relief from the
 State with more assurance that justice will hear and help.

These three types, with their intermediate grades and varie- 
ties represent the class of unfortunates lor which the Minnesota

t r a i n i n g  s c h o o l  f o r  i d i o t s  a n d  
im b eciles h as b een  estab lish ed

 a n d  in  b r ie f  t h e  f o l lo w in g  a r e . ITS OBJECTS.

F ir st -T o provide school and industrial training to all -
dren of arrested mental development who are deprived for this 

reason of the advantages of the common schools, with a view to 
making them self-supporting, useful, rather than burdensome, 
members  of society.

Second To provide a home for the helpless idiot where it
can receive  its share of comfort and happiness, without driving

it from the home from which it comes.Third
-To provide an asylum for the epileptic child, not
 o t h e r w is e  provided for.

F o u r t h - To furnish a home and guardianship for adult imbe-
ciles where their work can be utilized to assist in maintaining -

t h e  institution, where they will not be subject to imposition
from unscrupulous persons.

The  objects are accomplished according to the following 
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“ THEORY AND PRACTICE.”

In considering this topic it must be remembered that in gen
eral, a  “feeble mind,” as the term is used in this connec
tion, is a condition of arrested development. It may be that all 
the faculties are nearly equally affected, but generally the con
dition is one of mental asymmetry. In one case the perceptive 
faculties are apparently normal, while the will is weak and con-
sequently there is no continuity of action. In another judge 
ment is absent, power of comparison feeble, with no conception 
of relation between cause and effect In another the percep- 
tive faculties are especially deficient, the pupil being Inert and 
indifferent to its surroundings. It is evident, then, the efforts of

the teacher must be directed towards stimulating' latent faculties 
to act not towards creating new ones or assuming to originate mind 
where none exists. To stimulate latent mental powers and at 
the same time to furnish them with material for occupation, is 
to do all that can be done by the teacher. Development and 
growth of mind are subjective matters, and follow as the growth 
of muscle follows and is coexistent with its use. 

It is also evident that the methods to be employed must vary 
as the nature of the cases varies.

Varieties of object lessons, color and peg apparatus, form 
boards, puzzles and other similar devices, gain the attention and 
stimulate the perceptions; exercises with dumb bells, wands, 
rings, ladders and steps are useful in strengthening the will; 
while music, calisthenics and dancing accomplish both objects 
and add a great degree of happiness to the school life.

Modifications of the kindergarten methods develop the imag
inative and inventive faculties, train the fingers to obey the 
will and constitute the natural preparatory training to indus
trial work, by which the child must eventually in part, or alto
gether, become self-supporting.

Development of character is of supreme importance, and the 
most potent influence to this end is the constant association with 
cultivated and refined teachers.

“Example rather than precept” must always be borne in 
mind by all who are intrusted with the care of feeble minds.

HISTORY OF THE SCHOOL.

The school has been in active operation since July 25, 1879; 
and there have been 281 applications received since that time 
for admission, 101 of which were for males and 80 for females.
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By years they have been received as follows:
In 1879.......................................................................  21
In 1880...... ......................... ............. ............. ............ 4

                  In 1881........................................................ ............... 27
In 1882................................. ......................................  35

            In 1883............................. ............................ .............  29
                In 1884.......................................................................  29

In 1885........................................................................  44
In 1886....................................................... ................ 42

Total....... ...................... ...................................... 281

It w ill b e a t on ce recogn ized  th at ap p lica tion s are 
received  con tin u a lly  in  excess o f a c c o m m o d a tio n s 

provided for them . O ut of the num ber of applications 
r e c e iv e d  th e r e  h a v e  b e e n  o n ly  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  
sixty-one adm issions principally from  lack of 
room . T h ere are n in ety-five ch ild ren  en rolled  at th is 
time. P r a c tic a l r e su lts  o f e d u c a tio n  a r e  se e n  in  a ll 
but a few cases in the school but a definite statem ent of 

percentage rendered self supporting and reaching other
definite degrees 
of improvement can only be made from careful records 
kept over a considerable length of tim e. T hree boys 

h ave b een  d isch arged  ab le to  earn  a  liv in g  severa l 
have b eco m e  p a r tia lly  se lf su p p o r tin g  a n d  q u ite  

a  n u m b er h ave b een  k ep t at h om e b y  th e ir  p a ren ts 
at the 

c lo s e  o f  v a c a t io n  b e c a u s e  h a v e  r e c e iv e d  t h e  
tr a in in g  o f th e  sc h o o l fo r  a  m u c h  lo n g e r  p e r io d .  

SCHOOL.

read some, of which number—
17 know words only;
9 know simple sentences;

13 read in primer;
10 read in school readers.

56 write some, of which number—
19 copy words or simple forms on slate or blackboard; 
21 write words;
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6 copy sentences or write some from dictation 
8 write letters from dictation;
7 compose and write letters alone.

65 know something of numbers.
18 only distinguish one from more than one;
13 count under 10;
17 count under 25;
7 count under 100;
5 add two digits and carry;
5 indefinitely;
2 subtract;
4 count time on clock.

37 know something of geography-
19 know points of compass;
18 know town, county and State, and other rudiments

49 know colors—
20 recognize primary ones;
11 know names of one or more;
18 know names of all the primary colors.

INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENT.

27 hammer brass (boys and girls)—
2 very well and work alone;
4 very well under supervision;

14 fairly well under supervision;
7 do some.

8 run scroll saw (boys)—
3 very well;
2 fairly well;
3.some.

2 boys do laundry work.
Of the 14 who are in the regular sewing class—

1 runs a machine;
5 hem well;
5 hem some;

13  sew “over and over;”
4 “gather;”
2 do fancy work well;
2 do fancy work some.



s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s  

r e p o r t   111

9 Girls are detailed regularly to do house work, being engaged 
at different kinds of work at different tim es in the day. 

2 Do chamber work well;
5 Assist to do chamber work;

 
4. Assist to do chamber work;

7 Assist in the kitchen;
1 Assists in bakery.

The farm will become the leading summer industry for the 
boys as the school becomes older. As our boys, who have no  

h o m e s grow up they will find their most suitable occupation in 
assisting to raise produce for the support of the school, and in 

this way their work will be of great value. Under a competent 
 supervisor, the farm work can alI be done by them.

During the school year but little can be done on the farm by 
the school class of boys, though, during the spring and autumn,

w e   have employed a detail of from ten to fifteen, during two 
hours in the afternoon after school, planting, hoeing and gath
ering crops. The boys did all the husking of our little crop of 
nine acres of com this year. One boy works with a team dur
ing the whole farming season.

There are some of the epileptics who are deprived of the reg
ular school drill but who are capable of doing some work and 
who are made much happier by being employed. These are 
assigned employment to suit individual cases, and those who, 
under medical treatment improve sufficiently, are transferred  
to the school department. "Two of this class have been trans- 
ferred this year. The next important stop which should be 
taken is the complete separation of the unimprovables and ep
ileptics from the school classes. They should be in a separate 
building designed for their especial care, but near enough the 
school to have the benefit of its entertainments.

The next legislature will be asked to provide such a building.
Respectfully submitted, 

A. 0. Ro g e r s,  superintendent.


